
What is the I.D.E.A. 

Foundation of Colby? 

The I.D.E.A. Foundation of Colby, Inc. is a non-

profit organization formed under Internal Reve-

nue Code chapter 501-c-(3). It is I.D.E.A.’s in-

tent to develop supportive community and pri-

vate sector relationships within the boundaries of 

the Colby School District. 

The I.D.E.A. Foundation works with educators 

and students to further support and maintain edu-

cational excellence, both in the public and paro-

chial schools located in the Colby School District 

and for students furthering their education. 

Mission Statement 

The primary goal of the Foundation is to be a 

partner of educational institutions located within 

the boundaries of the Colby School District. The 

Foundation will secure resources from founda-

tions, corporations, businesses and individuals, to 

be used to support programs for which funds are 

not available from federal, state and local public 

sources. These programs will further enhance the 

quality of education in this area  

What are I.D.E.A.’s goals? 

• To enhance academic excellence by providing 

funding not available through public sources. 

•  To better inform the community about the 

strengths and innovative educational programs 

offered by the public and parochial schools.  

• To provide scholarships to students attending 

schools within the boundaries of the Colby 

School District to further their education. 

• To encourage community and business in-

volvement in the academic achievements of 

students in a positive and supportive manner. 

 How funding will be 
appropriated 

• Funds will be distributed through a Grant Pro-

gram for Teachers. This program allows grants 

up to $2,500 to be awarded to educators for the 

implementation of innovative ideas in the 

classroom for which adequate federal or state 

school funding is not available. The grant pro-

gram also provides recognition to teachers for 

creative endeavors in the classroom. 

• The process increases community interaction 

with schools by involving individuals from the 

community in the grant review process. 

• Funds will be distributed through a Student 

Scholarship Program. This program allows 

scholarships to be awarded in $500 increments 

to students attending schools within the bound-

aries of the Colby School District who are 

looking to further their education. The number 

of scholarships awarded will be relative to the 

amount of funding raised for that purpose. 

How you can help 

One of the unique qualities of the I.D.E.A. Foun-

dation is that it allows people from all sectors to 

become involved in the support and improvement 

of the quality of education. The quality of life 

and economic prosperity of this area and this na-

tion are dependent upon educational excellence. 

If you are interested in supporting the IDEA 

Foundation contact Todd Schmidt at 715-223-

1763 or e-mail him at tschmidtnews@charter.net, 

or contact Connie Gurtner at 715-223-4435 or e-

mail her at colbych@charter.net 

How you can contribute 

Complete the basic information form and for-

ward your tax-deductible contribution to the ad-

dress indicated on the form.  

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

City, state, zip code: _____________________ 

Contribution enclosed: ___________________ 

Contact me about payroll deduction: _____ 

Mail contributions to the I.D.E.A. Foundation of 

Colby, Inc., P.O. Box 236, Colby, WI 54421. 


